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Despite a very low per capita income (US $220 in 1994),

which places Vietnam among the poorest nations in the world, the
rate of literacy ( 89%) is exceptionally high compared with the
least developed countries. The average years in school is 4 to 9 ( 5
to 8 years or boys and 3 to 4 years for girls ).
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The rate of schooling for the age group 12-17 is 47%. All the
schools in Vietnam have been nationalized since the
reunification of the country. Education if free and compulsory,
which constantly helps in the effort of eradicating illiteracy in
Vietnam. This constitutes an essential component for a rapid
development in the future.
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