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when scholar Lwong Nhw HOc introduced its fabrication
technique on his way back from an official mission to China

Tranh dan gian

was one of the rare Frenchmen who, at the beginning of the century, was able to
discover a millennium of wealth in traditions and customs throughout the
Vietnamese society which was then closed to strangers, poor and backward. He
took the initiative of creating an encyclopedia consisted of 10 volumes
describing all aspects of the Vietnamese society in the old days: craftsman's
works, festivals, farming techniques, ancestral customs etc.. by requesting about
30 wood carvers to engrave designs on wood and then, because of weather
conditions, imprint the engraving on the spot using the Vietnamese traditional
methods. It should be acknowledged that the love of Viet-Nam and its people has
allowed Henri Oger to overcome at that time all hardship in fund raising and in
the realization of this huge work ( more than 4000 designs in all ).
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